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Mexico's three major parties each scored victories in state and municipal elections in Durango,
Zacatecas, Chihuahua, and Baja California states on the first two Sundays in July. Voter turnout was
extremely light in all four states, with electoral authorities reporting participation of only 35% to 40%
of registered voters in Baja California and Chihuahua, and 50% to 55% in Durango and Zacatecas.

PRD scores big gains in Zacatecas state
The center-left Partido de la Revolucion Democratica (PRD) turned in its strongest performance in
the northcentral state of Zacatecas on July 1, unseating the long-governing Partido Revolucionario
Institucional (PRI) as the party with the largest majority in the state legislature. The PRD scored
victories in 10 legislative districts and was allocated three other seats based on the percentage of the
total vote received, bringing to 13 the number of party representatives in the state legislature.
The PRI, which held the majority after the 1998 election, will control 10 seats in the next state
legislature. In contrast, the center-right Partido Accion Nacional (PAN) will have just four
representatives, with only one of those attained through a direct election. Three other seats were
divided between two minor parties.
The PRD's strong performance was a victory for popular Gov. Ricardo Monreal Avila, who is
credited with bringing supporters of the PRI and other parties into the ranks of the PRD. Monreal
is a former PRI member, having left the party in 1998 in a dispute about the selection of the party's
candidate for the gubernatorial race (see SourceMex, 1998-02-11).
Running under the PRD banner, Monreal defeated his PRI rival in a landslide (see SourceMex,
1998-07-08). Monreal has already established an exploratory committee to determine whether he
should seek the PRD nomination in the 2006 presidential election. If so, he could face a competitive
primary with Mexico City Mayor Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador, who has also expressed interest
in seeking the nomination. "The incorporation of members of other parties in the PRD, principally
former PRI militants, confirms the capacity for consensus that Monreal has within the [Zacatecas]
society," the official news agency Notimex said in an analysis of the election. The PRD also won 22 of
57 mayoral elections, including the capital city of Zacatecas, which has the same name as the state.

PRI turns in strong performances in Durango, Chihuahua
The PRI flexed its muscles in the state legislative and municipal races in Durango and Chihuahua in
elections also held on July 1. The party, which controls the governor's seat in both states, primarily
held back challenges from the PAN, with the PRD presenting only token opposition. In Chihuahua,
the PRI took 14 of 22 directly elected seats in the state legislature and won 45 of 65 mayoral elections.
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The PRI victories included a narrow win in the state capital of Chihuahua city, which the PAN had
hoped to wrest away from it. Similarly, the PRI was unable to unseat the PAN from the mayoral
post in the industrial city of Ciudad Juarez, where the PAN has governed for nine years. Even with
a convincing loss in Juarez, the PRI has filed a complaint with Chihuahua electoral authorities,
accusing outgoing Mayor Gustavo Elizondo of violating campaign laws by using the airwaves to
indirectly endorse PAN candidate Jesus Alfredo Delgado during the week before the election.
Elizondo, while not mentioning Delgado's name, appeared in several television announcements
urging residents of the border city to exercise their right to vote. PRI leaders said the visibility given
to a PAN mayor gave his party's candidate an unfair advantage. Elizondo dropped the spots on
Chihuahua stations after receiving a warning from the Instituto Electoral de Chihuahua. But those
same commercials were later broadcast on stations across the US-Mexico border in El Paso, Texas.
The PRI, meanwhile, swept the elections in the northcentral state of Durango, winning 12 of 15 seats
in the state legislature, while the PAN took the other three races. The PRI also won the mayoral
races in the most important cities in Durango: the state capital of Durango city and the industrial
municipality of Gomez Palacio. In addition, the PRI took back Ciudad Lerdo from the PAN.

PAN retains gubernatorial seat in Baja California
The PAN's strong performance came a week later in Baja California state, where former Mexicali
Mayor Eugenio Elorduy Walther handily won the governor's race in a landslide victory on July
8. Elorduy, who also represented the Partido Verde Ecologista Mexicano (PVEM) in a two-party
alliance, obtained more than 50% of the vote to defeat former Ensenada Mayor Daniel Quintero
Pena of the PRI.
Elorduy becomes the third consecutive PAN member to win a gubernatorial election in Baja
California. His victory follows those of Ernesto Ruffo Appel in 1989 and Hector Teran in 1995 (see
SourceMex, 1995-08-09). Teran died in office in 1998 and was replaced by interim Gov. Alejandro
Gonzalez Alcocer, also a PAN member (see SourceMex, 1998-10-14).
The PAN's sweep of Baja California also included victories in 14 of the state's legislative districts and
in the mayoral elections in the five largest cities of Tijuana, Mexicali, Ensenada, Tecate, and Rosarito.
Some political analysts were concerned about the lack of voter participation in the four state
elections. In the three July 1 elections, analysts said some would-be voters decided to forego the
election to watch the World Cup qualifying soccer match between Mexico and the US.
In Chihuahua, some voters were also turned off by the dirty campaigns by the PRI and PAN
candidates. "The voters may have been punishing us for failing to conduct ourselves with greater
professionalism," said Armando Gonzalez Silva, the PAN representative in the Instituto Estatal
Electoral de Chihuahua. Some analysts said voters in Baja California were not happy with the
alternatives presented by the PRI and PRD and so decided to retain the status quo. "If the citizens
failed to turn out to vote against 12 years of PAN government, it is because the party has not caused
enough harm to the population to justify its removal," said Julio Hernandez Lopez, a columnist for
the Mexico City daily newspaper La Jornada.
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Some columnists noted that the PAN victory in Baja California was reminiscent of the years when
the PRI dominated the national scene. "Many voters automatically cast their ballots for the PAN
as a matter of custom," said Francisco Ortiz Franco, a columnist for the Tijuana weekly magazine
Zeta. "This is an electoral pattern that benefitted the PRI for many years." [Sources: El Heraldo de
Chihuahua, Imagen (Zacatecas), 07/02/01, 07/05/01; Notimex, 07/01/01, 07/02/01, 07/04/01; Semanario
Zeta, 07/06/01; El Economista, 06/20/01, 07/02/01, 07/09/01; CNI en Linea, 06/25/01, 07/09/01; El
Universal, 06/29/01, 07/02/01, 07/05/01, 07/09/01; Excelsior, 07/02/01, 07/09/01; Reforma, 07/02/01,
07/05/01, 07/09/01; Notimex, 07/04/01, 07/09/01; La Cronica (Mexicali), 07/05/01, 07/09/01; The New
York Times, 07/06/01, 07/09/01; Reuters, Frontera (Tijuana), Associated Press, 07/09/01; Novedades,
06/18/01, 06/25/01, 07/02/01, 07/09/01, 07/10/01; La Jornada, 06/30/01, 07/02/01, 07/06/01, 07/09/01,
07/10/01; The San Diego Union-Tribune, 07/09/01, 07/10/01]

-- End --
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